; i ¥Fashionable ¢ B"gney Work.”
' Every two or three years, a new variety of
. Ladies’ Fancy work comes out sudden as a
Wall street panio, fascinating as the furore for
. & new style of bonnet and centagious as the
.| cholera. Those gifted with good memories, and
| who were not born since the *retiracy” of
« Van Buren from publiclife, can recal the day
' when sorap-boxes,[scrap-tables, and other va-
- rieties of serap furniture were the grand at-
~ traction, and when every lady ransacked every
 bookstore and entreated every friend for en-
| gravings to cut up with ruthless scissors. The
| finest steel plates, the most delicate etchings,
the rarest wood cuts of the old and modern
masters, were ‘‘exsected” with care from
! the paper on which they were printed and
pasted on white wood boxes. There are in-
stances on record of ladies who ex-
pended thousands of dollars in this manner on
a single article of furniture, while Beau Brum-
mel is said to have spent several hours a day
for several years, on a scrap work soreen.
Since these days, civilized society has seen
several very different varieties of fancy work
rise and fall. The worsted mania, with its
‘¢ Berlin wools” of every imaginable shade,
with its little red eyed dogs on cushionsand its
foxes heads on slippers which was once “all the
£0,” is still a very important business to ladies
who have presents to prepare for birth days
and Christmases, or for fancy fairs. Of late
indeed, there seems to have been a sort of re-
vival in the fanecy wooi bhusiness—possibly |
owing to Mr. Secretary Guthrie’s actio non the
. raw material—and we witness in many win-
 dows gaily colored patterns for it—most of
' them by & singular coincidence repregenting
the head of a water dog holding a stick in his
. mouth.

Crotchet and leather work came in due time
—like the Polka and Louis Napoleon—and were
succeeded by the last and latest charming and
fascinating business known by young ladies as
poticho-manie or’ poticho-mania, valgarly re-
versed and changed by some of their brothers

, into mania-a-potu. The popular explanation |
of tke word is that it refers to a mania for work- |
ing among pots of glases with innumerable va- |
rieties of pictures and prepared colors. But
potickomanic when it seizes on alady gifted with
artistic taste, with an eye for colors, and with |
an “idea for arrangement’’ often produces truly
exquisite results. As it consists for the most

' part of cutting out engravings and of gumming
them to the interior of glass vases, it may ap-
pear that it is only & revived form of the scrap

; table mania. But as potichomanie confines |

| itself principally to colored pictures made for |
| the purpose, and does not destroy really valua-
ble engravings, it may be regarded as & harm.

f‘ ployment. =
What the nextfaghionable fancy work 2auip |

is to be we know not. But the last which we
have seen proposed, has beyond question, at |
‘least, novelty for merit so far as ladies are con-
cerned. It isthat those pergons, old and young.
whose time hangs heavy on their hands shall
forthwith buy & small font of - type and a few
other little printing etceteras, and at once rush
for gmusement intg typopraphy. Not only dan

. letters to friends be thus prepared in a very
' neat and ourious form, but alse invitations, and
| with them blank acceptances or regrets. Ladies
| and gentlemen who have never beenable to win

E their way into the Poet’s corner of the weeklies

and monthlies oazn print their own effusions, |

| and thus corner those blind and hyperc_x-itica,l
| editors who did not appreciate their merits.

| prove more expensive than msny other follies,

| from bookseller to bookseller—s most tedious

AT

and those amongour lady readers who 20 over : : g
the daily paper without a thought as to the HANGE, FUHNABE, AND VENTILATING

pains requisite to get it up, may possibly ap-
WaBBHEOUSE,

preciate it a little more when they find out
gome of the labors which printers undergo—
to say nothing of the portion taken therein by
the editors. By all mesns try printing ! Of
course you will have to wash your hands after
your work, but that is nothing more than you
have to do after potichomanizing or leather
work. Who wouldn’t be an author whea it
can be done without the trouble of going round

operation and not to be endured. Try the
types, yo whe seek for a new ¢ fancy "—try

the types!
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{ lessand very often as a protty and tasteful em- |_"_
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We trust that this proposed new style of

 typographcal mania for fancy work may be- !

~amg. nownlar,  Type and fixings will not
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