mailed. Mr. Reed, in some remarks, in reference to
this letter, intimated a purpose to connect it with one
which had previously been produced, and identified
ackey ag iu the hand writing of Pratt.

to state its singular substance.
Coming Home by Telegraph. g

Mr. Win. Dowing, the clerk and superintendent in
the office of Hous¢'s telegraph; in this city, _being
calied and sworn, a paper was shown him, which he
stated to be one of the slips from the N. Y_ork terminus
of that line, and which he knew to be in the hand-
writliig of one of the clerks in that office. The
original of thé communication, therefore, ought to ke
in the office here, and dt the request of Mr. Leed, he
produced it. Mr. Reed then read the original of the
communication, and also the copy, and gave them to
the juvy in evidence, stating the original to be in the
band-writing of Edward McGowan. fThe communi-
calion was in the following words :—

* PHILADELPHIA, June 8, 10 o’clock.
To Miss Mary Siilly Merchants’ Hotel, 41 Cortland
streét; New York.

DEAR MarY—Did you get my letter, and the money?

And will you be home to-night: Send an answer in

by telegraph. _Epwafiv McGowAN.

Answet immediately by boy.”

Lackey siops at King's Hotel.

The next witness ecalled wid Willi@}n‘ng., the
keeper of a public house in Third street belvy Willow,
who stated that Lackey came to his house with Horaes
on’ the 17th Mareh last, and remained there until the
26th, whefl H& réturned homs, leaving his horses,
8 wagon, and a set of lafn#ss: Ile came there with
Benjamin Pratt, a few days prior to the 17th, for the
purpose of making arrangements for phe keep‘Ing of
his horses, his own board, &e. He was introducod by
Pratt, aud when he returned home lefs his horses in
charge of Br. Blosson for sale. Mr. Pence was also
there geveral times, bitt the witness did not know
whether He came with Pratt or not. He had no ac-
quaintande with him;and could rot have recognized
bim had he nol beén jpofhted ouf to him, Afcer
Lackey left, the horses were £61d fo Pratt; and a,_cex;-
rain amount of money paid for them ih M¥ King’s
house, Pratt telling Mr. Slosson that if he wotlld go
with him to the Penn tavern he would there ¢ plank
down the dimes.” e

An Admission.

The prosecutitn offering to call Mr. Joshua Raybold,
| to prove that Mr. McGowati was an officer of the Moy-
smensing police, the defence admitted the fact. Mr.
Reed said he wished to show that he was wot only‘an
officer, but {tie supéerintendent of the Moyamensing
police, and that he hiad betn; until re¢ently, connected
with the detective police of the eity. These facts
were also finally admitted by the defence.
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Trial of Pratt, Pence, snd McGowan, fur
Conspiracy to pass the Stolen Boney.

STILL FUKTHER DEVELOPMENTS.

-THE THIKD DAY.

The Progress of the Trial..

The trial was again resumed on Saturday, the u: ual
business of the last day of the term being postponed,
with a renewal of récognizances, &c., for that pur-
pore, and the interest feltin the case seemed to in-
crea e rather than to diminish, much curiosity being
fel' to hear the character of the defence. There was
an evident and very gratifying improvemnent, however,
in the police regulations of the Court, and notwith-
standing the immense crowd, there was a good degree
of order preserved. Upon the opening of the Court,
Mr. Deputy Attorneyv General Reed, [who, we have
heretofore omitted to state, is assisted by James Hanna,
Esq., in the conduct of the case,] laid before the jury
& mumber of papers in evidence. and after ealling two
or three additional witnesges, closed by producing the
mysterious letter alleged to have been written by
Pratt, just before his arrest, to officer James Young, of
the city police, and giving it to the jury in evidence,
reserving the other papers in his pos-ession to be pro-
dueed if called for by the defence, or if circumstances
sball require theirintroduction. The defence for Pratt
and Tence was then opened by Col. Fairlamb, who in
an address of about an hour stated what he expected
to prove, it having been arranged. betweem the coun-
sel for the defendants that the defence of these two
shouid be made, as far as relates to the evidence, before
the defence fr McGowan should be opened. Messrs,

the manner of his obtaining the morey, &c., which
occupied until about two o’clock, when they were pra-
vented from going on by the absence of their witnesses,
and quite a “seene’ ocenrred in consequence, the

ment was had, s few minutes before three, at the re-
quest of the Attorney General, and the case contizued
until to-day, when it will be resumed in the lower
District Court-room, as Judge Parsons will occupy
the Criminal Court-room in holding the October term.
| I'he Court intimated that the session to-day would be
: & long one, and prebably it will run far into the even-
ing. A portion of the evidence in relation to Pence,
all the evidence in relation to Pratt, and also McGow-
an, i8 yet to be prdouced, and the argument of coun-
gel to be heard, 8o that whatever may be the disp si-
tion of the Court, itis prohable that the case will not
be concluded before to-morrow. 1t will be observed
shat the commonwesith chiefly relies upon the testi-
mony of Lackey, which though ina great measure
ur.supported by direct testimony, 18 strongly fortified

by ci. cuwstances, and the defence will wake a lead-

vitle, Butler County.” This lefter officer Murphy |

The |
letter is not yet in evidence, and itis not proper here |

these words—* I got all; and will be home to-night,” |

Barton and Fairlamb aecordingly proceeded to adduce
thelr evidence a8 to the good character of Pence, !

ourt being determined that the case should be pro- ¢
gressed with u itil three o’clo k. Finally an adjourn-

ing point of the fuct that he was an accow plice, now |
seeking shelter, and that to MeGowan he was utterly

anknown, while his previous character was tainted
with the worst of suspicions. -

Pence and the Chester County Bank.

Reed called Mr. Wm. W. Jeffries, the first teller of the
CGhester County Bank, who testified that Pence had
uever, during the year 1848, or at any previous time,
made & depositat that Bank. One of the %1000 notes
which had been identified by Dr Darlington, was then
shown him and idenrified, having the endorsement
upen the back, in his hand-wiiting “Pay to Drexel
% Co., W W. Jeffries »  This note, with others of fhe
same denomination, was sent to Mr Dresxel, in « lot-
er, a few days prior to the 23d of iecember lzst, Mr
Reed a'so here putin as evidence, the notes found
uwon Pence and Luckey, at the time of their arrest in
Sedford, on the 19'h of May last, [and which were
taken from them and marked by 'Squire Mason. with
| his own private mark,] and a:50 the two noes passed
.“ by Pence at the store of Messrs. Caleb Coye & Co., in

vaying the debt of Messrs. Lynn & Claypool.
MeGowan’s Visits to Islington Lane.

The next witness called was Alderman. John §.
Nicholas, & magistrate of the county, and whose office
| i8 at the toll-gate, on the Ridge Road, near Turuer’s
| 'ane, wkich he also keeps. He stated that he knew
VlcGowan and also Pratt, as well as where the latter
-esides in Islington lane, about a quarter of a wile
from the toll-gate. During the last summer and
spring he had seen McGowan pass where he Jived ton
or a dozen times, sometimes going up in the afternoon
and coming down. in the morning, and generally
walking; but he did not remember ever having seen
him going out after dark—there were other nmodes,
however, of approachicg Pratt’s residence than by
fis [Nicholas’] house. He knew nothing as to where
McGowan was going, except by what he [McG.] had
told him, and he chought he had spoken to him at
least three times, saying he Wwas going to Pratt’s to
buy a horse; he had his suspi ions, however, that that
was not his real errand, and tha" it was not exactly a
“‘horse” that he was going to look at. Sometimes, in
soing out, McGowan would stop at the toll-gate and
converse with him for halfan hour, and he believes
e [Nicholas] at one time hinted to him his suspicinns
A8%9 the object of hig visits. He had made an ex-
amination of Pratt’s house, with ’Squire Jones, and

he constable of the township, and had found several
papers, which were handed to ’# quire Jones. [Several
-etiters, telegraphic despatches and memoranda were
fnére shown to the witness, some of which he identified
18 having been found in rhe house, but in refersnce
%0 others he was not so certain, as he did not examine
them carefuily at the time, but he believed them, to
-he best of his recollec ion, to by tne same.]

The Mysterious Letler, and How it came to be

Opened by Mayor Swift.

The proserution then called Mayor “Swift, to testify
in rela ion to ‘that letter,” Mr. J. W. Gibbs, the
| messenger of the Mayor’s office, having previously
| testified that it was brought to the office by the lerter-
carrier, and laid upon the clerk s desk, where letters
for the officers were generallv put. Mayor Swifs be-
tng sworn, the letter was handed to him, when he
stated that he received it f:om Mr. Gibbsy he thinks
| on Friday two weeks, [the 16th Jand it being addr. ssa |
oone of his officers, :¢ opened it.  'The cireumstances
inder which he received ani opened it, were these i—
e was called on by Mr Deputy Attorney CGeneral
Reed, and having learned from him that such a lefter
+as in the possession of Mr. Gibbs, he sent for him
«nd a-ked him concerning it

bim. It was dirccted to Mr. James Young who
was then absent from the city; and he opened
and read it in the presence of Mr. Reed, and afier-
wards handed it to him, and he presumed it had been
in his [Mr. R.’s] possession sinse. Mr. Young had
since returned, and was now in the city.
Admissions by the Defence.

The defence, here, to obviate the necessity ofits being
proven, adm tted that McGowan was in Baltimore at
he time of the last Baitimore Convention, which as-

lady before alluded to, [Miss 8till,] went to and re:urn-

ne remained. 3
Pratt sells a Wagon to Pence de.

The memorardum which lackey had identified as
heing in the hand-writing o1 Prats, and which Ald.
Nicholas had recognized as one of the papers foond in
Pract’s house, was produced by Mr. Reed, and given
in evidence, as & record in part, of the transactions be-

were despa ched to pass the money. It was the half
of a letter, [the other half being torn off,] and on the
back of it was the direction of & letter to * Benj.
Pratt.” The memorandum was in these words :—
‘ May 12th, 1848, sold A. Pence one Rockaway
wagon, for £50, do. one bay horse, no price set. .. ...
May Tth, 1848, sold John Colflesh one brown horse,
for #80, received at rome time $10, and on the 10th
received of Mordecai Moore one brown mare on ahove
for $87,60: «vvevean. Jure Tth, 1848, recsived of John
Colflesh, on brown horse, §10.
The Introduction of the Letter.

The letter which Lackey had identified as being in
Pratt’s hand-writing, and in reference to the receipt
and. opering of which Mayor Swif: had been ex-
amined, wasthen again produced by Mr. Deputy At-
orney éeneral Iteed, for the purpese of giving it to
l the jury in evidence, when Mr. Barton objected, con-

tending that the letter bore anoth. r than Pratt’s sig-
nature. and that there was no evidence that it was n
his hand-writing, which ought to be satisfactorily es-
tablisned before the letter could be received. Mr
Reed said the hand-writing had been sufficiently
proven to justify the introduction of the letter as evi-
dence in the case, and it had been, moreover, shown
by the testimony of Col. Murphy, by whom Pratt was
arrested about the 20th, that upon his arrest he ad-
dressed g letter to his-wi e at Slippery Rock, where he
had left her a few days previous ; and the ietter which
be now proposed o introduce relating, by the faivest
| construction of language, to the very matter of this
i conspiracy, though wricten to # police officer high in
| confidence, was mailed at the same post office. It
| would remain for the jury to compare the writing

with that which they had already before them, ard

to judge as to the sufficiency of the evidence. [The
| ‘etter was addregfed and post-marked as follows :—

sembled on the 22d of May last. and further that the |

od from Baldimore with him, remaining there while |

:ween Pratt and Peuce, at the iime Pence and Laockey |

Mr. Gibbs stated that ]
he had such a letter, and immediately handed it to”

S
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Tn conrinuing the evidence for the Pprosecution, Mr. |

. and remarked that it was ofien necessary for poice
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Objections were also raised to the introduction of
the Jetter, by Horatio Mubbell. Fsq., who appeared as
the representative of Mr. Young, and protestcd against
1is being dragged inte the matter. Finally he handed
to the Uourt a written argument giving sundry reasons
why the letter shouid not be admitted, which were in
brief, thar Mr. Young was pot in Court for any crime,
and had been charged with none, and not being on
srjal had no opportunity of defence against any charge
or misrepresencation that might be preferred against
1im. Judge Kelley, after readivg the paper and also

' she letter, said he could ree nothing in the reasons

which could affect his judgment, and if the lettar was
rejected it would be an other grounds. Mr, Reed then
proceeded to adduce authorities to justify the mtrq-
lucticn of the letter and to show thas the hand-wri
ing had been sufficiently proven. The faet thac 1t
1id not bear Pratt’s siznature was no reason, under
0 Which sirould theew douby ever its
genuineness, but rather an ovidence that it his.
He ventured to say that if ail the letters whis
had written in relation to this affair could bt procured,
fewr of them indeed, would be found to bear his
own name. Lackey had sworn that the leiter was in
Pratt’s hand-writhug to the best of his belief, iu fact
be fully believed it was Pratt’s, and this was all the
law required. before allowing a paper to ge to a jury.
The Court after some further remarks from Mr. Bar
o, decided to admit the letter, beiieving it had been
sufficiently proven to be in Pratt’s hand-writing, and
remarking at the same time, that they had had ocea-
»ion, on the trial of Notherman, to examine the 'aw
in the case very fully. John M. Read, Esq, here
desired to say a single word on the part of Mr. Young,

officers to hold corréspondence with rogues, and even
if this letter were Pratt’s, be might have introduced:
matters inio it of which Mr. Young knew nothing.—
Mr. Dep. Att. Gen. Reed, readily admitted the first
mentioned fact, and added that the mere fact of such
correspodence being had was no cause of censure,
for it might be carried on with a view to the promo-
ton of public justice; but participation in a transac-
ton was anorher thing. :
The Letter— Verbatim, etc.

The letter was then read, and proved to be, aside
from its purport, neither a very tasteful or highly fin-
isned literary production, somewhat defsctive ortho
graphically, and rather ‘“‘rugh” in its langaage ; we,
nowever, publish it verbatim, et literatim, et puncrua-
«um. Its reading was listened to with much curiosi-
ty, for it had been made the subject of much converse
out of doors; and notwithstanding the crowded state
of the rcom,a pin-fall might have been heard, as
word by word its choice expressions fell from the lips
of the prosecuting officer. It was as follows :

Mr. Young— Wensday, September €th, 1848.
Dear Sir—You will please excuse me for takin the 1
liber y of riting to you and saying I received some news
from the east that very much astonishme. any other !
country but hell is too good for a man like him. you
will confer a great favor by letting me know particu-

lars what the result may be and whether my wife can
come home or not as she knows noby [nobody,] but
L. Tthink there is men enough in his own town wiil
swear they would notbelieve him on oath. I will have |
your money the fore part of next month and money |
enough to pay ali debts dues and demands if all go |
right as I am rite xide up with care. now tell Mr.
Me. not to fear the dam villian as one whimper never

. escaped my lips or no name age or size did I ever

|

|
mouth. he has agreed to swear any dam lie for the ]
god dam foul party as they have feed him up that they |
could play the devit and get bir pay. you wiil please |
excuse my rugh language as my feeling are much |
rougher toward the dam villian. plea e let me know '
particulars by return mail as if there is know show '
soon I must get the family away or the wife home.

Yours respectfully
A..C. FRIEND,
please direct to quinton J. Steel,
Franklin,
[Hereafter let us hear no more Venango county,
of phoneticsand ali that. rep.] ¥
Tie Date of Pratt's Arrest.

Col. J. K. Murphy was then re-called for the pur-
pose. of fixing the date of Pratt’s arrest, and stared
that he made the arrest in Mercer, on the 20th of
September. In reply to an inquiry by Mr Barton as
ro Pratt’s behavior in coming on, and’ whether he put
irons upon him, he repiied that he did not, he had
never put irons upon but one person in all the arrests
he had ever made. He had nothing to say against
Pratt’s econduct. He made no resistance. and if he
had it would have been useless, as he had another
officer with him, [ofiicer Hague, of Pittsbugh.] He
chose to take every necessary precawtion. to ‘ayoid
difficulty. Here the commonwealth ciosed.

Col. Fairlamb’s Opening for the Defence.

The defence [for Pratt aud Pence,] was then opened
by Col 4. P. Fairlamb, who in setting out explained
soime circnmstan: es which Lackey had referred to in
his testimony in reference to himself, ke Laving when
first arrested, employed Coi. F. as his counsel, and
aubsequently Mr. Bavion with him; and said ail the
staten:ents which he had then made to him were in
that confidence which usualiy marks the intercourse
of counsel and client, and however much Lackey
might have added to them, be could not allow himeelf
to take the stand to refute them—that however would
be done sufficientiy. by others. He then proceeded to
state what the nature of the defence would be, and in
av exceedivgly able effort laid before the jury, in a
manner as coucige as possible, what they expected to
prove. 1t would be shown in what manner Pence re-
ceived at least a portion of the money found upon him,
and that it had been received by him in payment for
horses, without suspicion, and further that the whole
amount feil short of what he had received before leay-
ing the city, as he had sold about 30 horses, which |
averaged him about $100 each. The testimony of
Lackey, which as far as he [Peuce,] was concerned, |
was wholly unsupported, they shoud show to |

A

be unworthy the belief of the J\u'yL if Auogiin-J
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