S———————— e ——————— : Cur “Chips” stirs up the Beporters.

7 JOHN C KELLER : RurorroriAL HicEFALUTIN,— Wae recoliect once
0 v E M A N U F A C T U R ER to have protested o a brother réporter, that his agcount of |

S T ! an affair, whick had exclied much public attention, was en-
; tirely u:cmrnct ana that 1i scarcely contsined a single pro- '
i~ perly stated fact. * Why, my dear fellow,” responded hs, =
| “IEnow ihai; people do nof read local items to be ine
| structed, they resd them %0 be entertsined!” With our
Gredgrindish dsvetion to facts, this declaration sgsmed ke
abominabie heresy to us; but we ss!d nothing and mussd
deeply. Wo percelve tial seme of our ingenions brethrem
of the nols-beok-and-pencll have lately seemed to fallints
the views of cur frierd wko had such original ideas of the
metives which prempt peopie 10 read iocsls, and they orna=

| ment their bars facts with sneh flourishes and wordy em-

| belllshmentis ihst the slmupls truth is hard o nd,
= | By way of a specimen brick of the peeuiiariiy we gneqk
of Ridge Avenue , of, we will seléct the fenciful tonches from & repart of
i
{

publisked recently by a dafly cotemporary.
conflagration were simply as follows:—A small bnuaa ocou- V.
pled by colored persons took fire, and ths flames had ob-
tained conglderable headway before they w
A colored woman, who rlapt In the attic
nlece, was compeiled to pass & burniog partition to escaps
{ from the se, and in doz.‘;. £0 her hair was singed and her ¢
| hands were scorched. A man and woman slso got out of
| thegecond story windows. Ths house waiz ons of & row of
similar siructurgs, which were not divided b¥ battlsmsat
wslis, and the fire crept frooi one to snother until ssvaral )
were damaged. The firamen would not suffer the flames to
#Bow themselves above the roofs, and they hunted the in«
sidicus fire wilh & good dea! of indusiry, but without al i
particle of postic effect or remance. With these common-
rlace materlals, ecarcely mors romaniic thas the swWabbing
of the deck of an oyster bost, or the raking down of &
| kitchen fire, bshold what onr tmaginative reportorial friend
| hasachieved in the ‘way of & local fiem, bearing in mind |
that we enly give the cholcs morsels from the rich dish bee!
fore us.
After deseribing the very of the fire by the respect=
able colored ixmates of the house, the * moment of ¢ terror,’y
and all that eors of thing, our is xuenm 8 repurber 83y8:
% Mre. Booker, wi ? 80lng on, prosured a qullg
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anon street fire was yet smonlderieg in ity

erfeg fn

miih thp &i Merrick & |
dry. As there were no cclored folks to savein
this building, and ne chance for dcscrlb!ng stalrs giving
way under a l 'dt;. burden (when the stalrs were, in fact,
ngt dameged at sll), or of r: smong blazing night
clothes, skin peeied off, and eg from half-burned
flegh, onr reportorial remancer “spread himeseif” upon the
Bope's ste Ie eng ! v

* It was but the work of a ma
eexvice. The siream, cﬂmnss as
turnvm with immens:
= | short iime the furid gl

o put the eﬂgi—.,l-,p,;g »
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A gteam fire er : o8t as thick o
e8 a flour barre!!” put the -mru\ it in the ex-
tract from the item. The reader wiil —'spy'm‘la‘e i‘xA v;st-
ness of the hyperbole, and,
tion of the whole affair fron o & ¥

Mr. Russell, the famon 8 Crifﬁesn espondent of ths :
London Times, w L0 be & preity falr | '
Land at & desor Don Qalxstie had
imsaginsiive powers suff ¢ & windwill into g '/
glant, a barber’sbasin imo 8 helmet, and a flock of innocent
sheep into & horde of re¢ pat in the way

{ of high-colored descriptions and fa cal imaginings,

i some of the reporters for ¢ Piailadelphia press put & com-

| plete extinguisher upon the Zimes man, and upon the lanky

| hero of La Mauche. Wewsuppose it 15 &il right, particularly
if, as our friend first referred to says, peonle read local itemsg
0 be entertalned and not to ko insirucied,
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Tue Porice IssprcrieN.—We have already I
stated that a Commission appointed by the Academy of
Natural Sciences, have in band the inapection of the
police force with a view to ascertaining the average phy-
sical condition of the men of this city, The inspection |
is progressing rapidly, aod several of the divisions have
gone through the testing ordeal. From some particulars
which have leaked out, it is evident that there are some
“‘good tall fellows’’ on the Police force. Of thirty men,
whe form what i3 known as the Reserve Corps, there are |
8ix who weigh cver 200 pounds each. One of the six
weighs 247 pounde. The tailest of the party is six feet
S.E‘ corner of El ) ! ) ax_{ke ¥ ~ three inches in height, and the stox.ll:est meagures 4614
inches around ihe chest. Last evening the men of the
¥ifih Ward division were inspectsd. One man in that
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Adjoining the Pennsylvania road Passenger Depot, division is six feet two and a quarter inches in height,
and another weighs 230 pounds. Officer Charman took |,
FPIXLADNILE YA . the palm as the best ¢ ‘blower,” having ¢‘done’” his 300 !
| ) inches with the dynanometor or lung. tester. :
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