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| A @lance at Past Februaries.

| February, the second and shortest month of the
Year, came in upon us with a bright, clean face.
It opened clear and cold, too, thus giving streng
! premonition of a plenty of wherewithal to re-
| plenish ice-houses—but we shall sea.

February derives its name from 7ebruo, to pu-
rify; hence Februarius was an appellation as-
signed by the Romans to the expiatory sacrifices
which they were accustomed to offer at this sea-
son. Pusces or fishes, the constellation over
which Neptune was supposed to rule, the an-
cients regarded as the last of the Winter signes; it
now is first in the order of stella groups of the

, Zodiac, and presides over the vernal equinox.

Sanders tells us that the Saxons called Febru-

ary Sprout-kele, also Sol-month, or pancake i
| month, from their custom of offering pancakes to i
the Sun, in gratitude for his increasing power! |
Itis a short, and to some sweet month. St. Val.
entine:is honored largely-on the 14th, and with a
vast deal of bad as weil asgood postry, as well as
with kindly- and malevolent indulgings. We
trust there may be no unseemly interchange the
present year; butof all that in good -time. We |
shall have something to say of the Saint, doubt-
less, and his votaries, at the proper season.

Last month we spoke of remarkable Januaries, ( :
which have been vouchsafed tous since 1790, and |
' the article we indicted on the subject, we per-
| ceive, hags had a pretty extensive journey through 1
| the columns of the éity and rural press. We will
| now see what we can fish up about remarkable l
| Februaries. A

The cold Februaries since 1790, have been those
of 1509, 1815, 1831, 1836, 1838, while last yeur,
the atmosphere was by no means mild. Wewill |

| také them up in order for details.
In 1809, the medium temperature was twenty- |
sixdegrees; theDelawars closed with ice during
the first week, and for several miles below the City, |
The meroury was several mornings in succession
several degrees—in some cases eleven and twelve
degrees—below zero. Oathe 27th of the mqnth,
the merchants employed a great number of men to
out the ice from Pine street wharf to Gloucester |
Point, in order to get out of port several vessels |

" that hiad been for some time loaded, and awaiting
a breaking up.’ Severe weather continued until
nearly the close of March. .

in February 1815, the medium temperature
was below that of 1809, by twenty-four degrees.

| Almost the entire month was intensely cold. On
goveral mornings the meroury was twelve de-
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The medium temperature of. 1838 wag also
twenty-four degrees. During the month there
was & great deal of very severe weather, and had
it not been for the Iceboat, which had then just
been introduced, the Delaware would probably
havs been closed the whole'month. The average
temperature of the month at Sunrise was eighteen
and a‘half degrees, which is thirteen and a half
below the freezing point.

As we have said, February of last year was an
intensely cold month, but it is of too late occur-
rence to require any details. The most of our
readers remember its exact character, doubtless.

Now for some warmish Februaries sinoe 1790,
and we have done. Those of 1828 and 1840 are
all that we find which{particularly demand no-
tice; we mean, of course, up to the year 1846, la-
ter than which period we did not propose in the
onset to examine.

February, 1828, was an extremely mild
one. The weather was indeed more like that of
April than a Winter jmonth; the medium tempe-
rature was forty degrees. Apricotand peach trees
were in blossom on the 20th, but some frosty
nights in Mrrch destroyed much of the promised
fruit.

From the 1st to the 6th of February, 1840, it
was intensely cold, the meroury ranging, indeed
from zero to fifteen above, and the Delaware baing’
closed below Pine street. Oa the 6th, the wind
ohanggd to the South, and the weather suddenly
became very mild. This warm puff from the
tropics,broke up the ice, and the month continued
mild.

The present February, as we have said above,
opens most brightly, and we ' trust it may be a
heppy month for all. The chances are that we
shall have some considerable cold weather. We
can hardly expect to get through the Winter with
such a mild atmosphere as has thus far blessed us
We believe whatever may come, our people are
prepared forit. The times are ashade better

)

and there are many organizations in operation |

for the relief of the really deserving poor. Tt is
astonishing how little money will answer to help
a great many, when this little is judiciously ex
pended. This fact was clearly demonstrated at
a meeting in favor of the Episcopal Aid Office,
which ocourred on Tuesday week at St. stephen’s
Church. Hardly $600, it appeared, had been ap
propriated the presezt year,and yet it was mars
vellous to hear the amount of good done. Onr
other Relief Associations are conducted in the !
same manner as the one we have noticed ingi-
dentally, and, we repeat, the deserving poor will |
find them rteady-to respond to'every demand
which they may make.

grees below zero. There was also considerable
| snow on the Harth, when the month opened,
| whils several storms ooourred before “its close.
| The snow was deep everywhers, North and Bast |
as well as West. The Delaware river, which
slosed for the gecond time in January, remained
closed all throngh February, and even until the |
second wéek in March. Fuel was very scarce and
dear. Oak wood sold in Philadelphia as highas |
$14 a gord, while hiskory went up to §18 and
even $20.

was two degrees higher than in 1815, but .tho
month was frequently inten;ﬂy culc? Thers
| were seversl decp snozs . _E: s i and all
. {ho Wdstern, Middle and Eastern'States,
‘as calso in Maryland, and the Wostern
’ x;:;tu of Virginia. - Snow even fell in- the
Carolinas and Alabamsa. The Earth, hereahouts,
was robed in the wintry white mantle, from the
first week in January to the first week in Maroh.
It was abioad pretty freely, too, during the whole |
of that time, from Maine to Maryland. In some
places hatween these points, it stoed in banks
of from ten to twenty feet in depth. There Was
great suffering among iho poor, not only for fuel,
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but for the common necessaries of life. During
the month there were also many melanchely
shipwrecks. '

During February 1836, the medium tempera-
ture was twenty-four degrees, down, as will be
to that of 1815. From the 2d to the 6thof the

In February 1831, the mediom temperature |-

1

| thirty-seven below!”’
| ““The terrible suow storm of the 18th has not been equalled

R e o
(For the Philadelphia Bulletin.}

Review of the Weather, &c., for First
4 Month (FJanuary).

1857. 1858.
Rain during somes portion of the
24 hours, . 0 dys. 4 dys.
Do. allor nearly all of-the day. o e
5 10 LX) 5 X3
8 € 6 (X3
11 (X3 14 ¢
31 31
TEMPERATURES, RAIN, DEATHS, &C.
857. 1858.
Mean Temperature of the Month,
per Penna. Hospital.....oiseeceienes 22,37 deg 39.72 deg
Highest Do.during the month 42 S0 82 A%
Lowest Do. *¢ - 22 L34
Rain 5 SN ol G . 3.58in, 2.60im.
Deaths, counting five current weeks 1387 907

The average Mean Temperature of this month
for the past sizty-mine years has been....31.12 deg
The Highest during that period present yesar....39,72 ¢¢
Lowest P do 2 3
From the above it will be seem that the month just
closed has had no equal for average height of Temperature
during the past sizty-nine years, and most likely for a

tending mo further back. For a numher of years the
corresponding month of 1828 bore off the palm in this
respect, and as it then reached 39 deg., the present yoar
has not much to boast of over that.

As the present winter thus far has elicited many com-
parisons hetween that of 1827 and 1828 it may be well to
record a few items in reference to both.

Mean Temperature of Twelfth Month (Decem-

DRI L8R . oo Chcimibosmnessiasis . 36 — deg,
Mean Temperature of Twelfth Mon:

ber), 1857.....
Mean Temperat

1828......
Mean Temperature of First Month (January),

1858.. vasiusssuespsars seshatess e 89 72 ¢¢

In PE D we find the following—January,
1828—This was indeed a remarkably mild month. The
Delaware ag free from ice as it is in June; and not a flake
of snow was seen in Philadelphia during the month, A

]

16th, when it cleared delightfully pleasant with a wester-
Iy wind, and so continued until the month closed. Harly
shrubbery and trees were beginning to put forth their
buds. On several days the mercury ran up to seventy in
the shade. Two inches of rain fell during the month,

From the foregoing extract it will be seen that, al-
though the month the present year averages a little higher,
yet we have had no day to equal several thers recorded—
the highest having been 62 degs. We have dotted down,
at various dates through the month, such facts as the fol-
lowing, for future reference, viz: ¢‘Honeysuckles,
Sweet Williams, Forget-me-nots, Chrysanthums, Nar-
sett Rose Bushes, Lillys, &c., in leaf in my garden—
leaves of thelatter full six inchesinlength.” -‘In some
places Dandelions are to be seen.” *‘Yellow Jessamines
in full bloom, in some situations in the open air.”’—
¢ ‘Farmers now plowing and some rolling their wheat.”

*“A friend of mine, whoee garden has a warm southern
exposure, has now Johnny Jump-Ups, and other early
Spring flowers, in full bloom; while another has a Peach
Tree in blossom.”’

we find in our own diary for
Firsr Monta (JAN.), 1857,

The average mean temperature this month has been
22.37 deg.

We can find nothing on our record as low as this, for
this month, as far back as 1790 inclusive—nothing less
than 26 deg. has occurred during that entire period, ex-
cept in the years 1832, 25 deg.—1840, 24 deg., and last
year (1856), 24.15 deg.

The 23d and 24th days of the present month of this
- year may well be remembered for intensity of cold in this

city. Thermometer varying from 3 to 7 degrees below

Z€T0.

1t is useless to attempt to chronicle all the items in
reference to the late ¢‘cold spell.”” Ttmay safely be said
not to have been equalled in the memory of the *‘oldest
inhabitant.” ¢‘All along the frontier of New York State
the mercury was down ten, twenty,and forty degrees be-
low zero, and at Waterton the quicksilver froze up at
(so says the New York Tribune.)—

for many years. The humorously-called ‘Express Train’
| from New York, being 48 hours in making the trip, while
on the Baltimore Railroad ninefeenr locomotives were em-
ployed in endeavoring to clear the track, which was even
then accomplished with difficulty. The James River, in
Virginia, is frozen over, as also Long Island Sound, from
the Connecticut Shore to Long Ysland. New Haven har-
bor is frozen tight, and nothing but ice can be geen from

| the topmast of a vessel with a spy-glass,! &c., &c.. -
In reference to the rain of the month.the preseat year,
it might have been mentioned previously that, of the 2.60
| inches recorded, 1.20 inches fell during the night of the

| 16th, and 1.04 inches on the 1ith, forming the greater

portion of the whole quantity.
Phila., 8econd Mo., 1st, 1858.

J. M. E.
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great deal of southerly wet weather prevailed until the |

In broad contrast to all this stands the following, which |

geen
mon;h, the meroury ranged from one to four d
grees below zero. There were besides this, from
twelve to fifteen intensely cold days during th{
month. There was good sleighing from Main |

i to Virginia. There were eight heavy snow sterms;:
‘1 indeed,

had fallea on a level and remained to the end of
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‘Warmth of January, 1858 —The average tem-
perature of gxe month,’at noon, was 45.15 degrees.
In January, 1843, theaverage tempe
was 45.63 deg. At McAllister’s, a_record of the
thermometer has been kept since Januar{, 1824.
o. | The months of January, 1843 and 1858, are the only

rature at oon,

| ones on our record in which the monthly average

at noon, has been a8 bi

h as 45 degrees. By re-

| ference to 2 table published in ¢ Blodget’s Clima-

tology,”’ embracin,
obsegr&tiom at Philadel

a record of thermometrical
hia, from the middle of

the last century. we notice that the month of Jan.
'-1802, has been the warmest January known, being

the last Enow, it would have been from eight to | /
ten foet deep. In some places it was blown into 14

it was estimated at tho timo, if the snow however, but little in advance of January, 1585,

Hunting Pork.—Mr. Wm. Saunders, of Ger-
mantown, who has had the entire. superintend-
ence in laying out and beautifying Hunting Park,
which was presented to the city a year or two ago,
has progressed rapidly with the improvements to
be made thereon. The entire plan has been staked
out on the ground, roads and walks opened; and
the soil out of them mixed with manure, in
order to furnish material for plauting trees; 1250
trees have been planted and are now in successfal
growth, and nearly 2000 holes, eight feet in diame-
fer and eighteen inches in depth, have beenpre-
Eared for trees. In the performance of this work

loads of inferior soil have been removed and
substituted by an equal quantity of the prepared
compost. Upwards of 9000 feet of drain tiles haye
| been insertcd, from two and a haif to three feet
below the surface, to keep the ground free of stag- |
nant surface water— the position of the ground and
the tenacious character of the sub seil rendering
this work necessary. Of the 1250 trees planted, 6
are evergreens of choice varieties, 250 shmbi)ery
trees for undergrowth have been planted, and there |
is ground prepared for an equal number more. A
larze portion of the roads and walks have been
graded, and are now rca,dy for stoning. The park,
. when fully completed, will be one of great beauty
and no doukt wiil be resorted to bﬁthousands of
our'citizers. The completion of Hunting Park,
and when necessary improvements are made to the
Sedyely property, now united to the Lemon Hill
estate, wiil afford beauntiful retreats for all those
who desire to ¢scape from the heat and dust of the
built up portions of the city.

| AT IR L NI

banks twenty-five and thirftynffeg in height.
- e T

a

much longer period; the records in- our possession ex-




