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/| placed himself in a very conspicuous position

gciences.
Mr. Allen, the present Prqfessor of Medical
Jurisprudence and Public Hygiene, is a young
the University of Pennsylvania. His lectures
search, and a vigorous and groping mind. His
social and moral qualities are of a high order,
and being an eloquent and impressive speaker,
is destined ere long to shine a star of the first’
magnitude in his profession.
| There are other gentlemen, formerly connect-
ed with the Penn Medical University, worthy |
| of & passing notice from our hands, but as they |
' are now more or less associated with other |
| medical schools, we may have occasion to pass
them under our review hereafter. - We would,
however, here speak of one whe has already

before the community, as a pathologist and mi-
croscopic anatomist. We refer to Dr. Seth
Pancoast, author of a new theory of tubercular

inhalation and adjunct hygienic remedfes. The
guccess of this young physician has been truly
remarkable. He has performed numerous sur-
prising cures, and continues to onjoy a very
extensive practice. ‘His book on the ¢ Cura-
| bility of Consumption” is a bold and original
| effort, and perhaps the most complete and sat-
isfactory work ever published on the nature
and cure of that terribly destructive diseage.

consumption, and its curability by medicated |*

Dr. Pancoast is yet quite a young man, a grad-
uate of the Pennsylvania University, and if he
does mnot become too much elated by his pres-

ent triumphs, may send his name down to pos- |

terity with those of the illustrious Lounis and
Laennic of France, who still remain at the head
of the pathologists and philosophers who have
appeared on the stage of action during the past
_century or less.
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A VISIT TO MUOYVAMENSING PRISON.

We paid a visif to the Moyamensing Prison yes-
terday afternoon, for the purpose of seeing some of
the principal offenders there, whose names have
been recently much before the public, and to make
a note incidentally of whatever we found particu-
larly note-worthy. We have paid frequent visits
to this institution, bul we do not recollect ever to
have seen it in as good order—all things consider-
@d—as at present. The building in all its details
is scrupulously neat wiid and elean, and no two

opinions can be entertained as regards its comfort.
The heating arrangements are now so complete
that every part of the prison is kept at an even and
delightful temperature, and the ventilation has
been much improved. A very essentisl improve-
ment is in progress in the cells, which will contri-
bute greatly to the health and comfort of the
prisoners. The windows or loopholes—ons of
which opens into each cell—were hitherto filled
with glass that could not be opened for the admis-
sion of fresh air, or the emission of foul. These
permanent arrangements arc all being taken out,
and a glazed sash, hinged, is put upon the inside.
The prizoner is enablcd by the new fixtures to in-
crease, at pleasure, his supply of light and fresh
air, commodities which jailc
out very sparingly to thode
in their charge.

West, who was recently convieted of the mnr-
der of his wife, is of course, at present, one of the
most interesting inmates of the prison. The pe-
culiar circumstanees of his crime, and the apparent
hopelessness of his ¢ase, now that a jury has con-
victed him, notwithstanding the plea of insanity,
vender him an object of peculiar interest. We
were told upon inguiring for the condemned man,
that he declined receiving visitors, and we, of
course, forbore to intrude upon his privacy. We
learned that the'prisone [ maintains the air of
stolid indifforence which he exhibited during his
trial, and that although hearty, he expresses no
desire for any thing more dainty than the
regular prison fare. The wretched man was
visited on Thursday by one of his sisters, and the
interview botween them is described as having been
very affecting. The wreiched man was receiving
& visit from his counsel, yesterday, when we were
at the prison, and we saw him by accident, ag we
passed the open door.of his cell. The prisoner
looked well. He occupies an apartment on the se-
cond tier in the North corridor, about the same
spot as that where Arthur Spring, Langfeldt, the
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Skupinskis, Peter Mattocks, and other condemned
criminals spent their last hours on earth. There
was a ridiculous story published immediately after
the conviction of West that he had been manacled,
and that he had read some lines of poetry to Mr.
Shurlock, The whole story, we are asgured, is a
fabrication. West has never been shackled. s
cape is next to an impossibility, and he has pledged
 his word to the officers of the prison that he will
make no attempt upon his own life.
We stepped into the cell of John Capie, who was
~convicted some four years since of, the murder of
| Christopher Soohan. Capie, whom we recollect as
|4 swaggering young man with very rowdyish pro-
pensities, has been completely tamed by his long
confinement. This prisoner suffered terribly for a
time after his trial; his unexpected convietion on
a strange but well woven web of circumstantial
evidence, hisjconfinement, and the near approach
of the time fixed for his execution, befors his re- |
prieve was received, all had a terrible effect upon |
him, and he was worn down to a mere shadow. He
afterwards became more calm, but although mea-
surably reconciled to his situation, he is far from
contentwith it and he assured us thathe greatlylong- {
ed to be restored to liberty. Capie is very polite and |

respectful to those who visit him, and the officers
of the prison represent him as being a very docile
prisoner. :

Ford, a colored man, who was convieted about
8ix years ago of the murder of a man at Kingses- !
sing, occupies a cell near by that in which Capieis |
incareerated. This man asserts that he inflicted |
the fatal blow in self-defence. He is a very talka- !
tive fellow and apparently very good natured. o, |
also, expresses a strong desire to be out and atliber-
ty onee more. 3

In the female department of the prison we saw
a little child, of about six years old, running about
in the corridor, and seeming to be.a general favo-
rite among the keepers. We at first thought she
was a daughter of one of the latter, but our guide |
undeceived us with the information that the little
innocent was the daughter of Sarah Wood, con-

ivicted, some time since, of passing counterfeit |
money, and sentenced to three years’ imprisonment. |
At the outset the mother and child were separated,
and both were very unhappy in consequence; hut
they have since been charitably brought together,
and both are happier for it. A Canary bird in a |
tiger’s den would searcely seem more out of place |
than a youngchild in a prison; butthe little thing |
seems perfectly happy. | |

After leaving the convict side of the institution,f |
we repaired to the untried department, in the
south corridor. Here we found quite a stir; the
prizon van had just come down bringing the four
young scoundrels who were caught in the morning
robbing the store of Mr. Tryon. They were all
old habitués of [the prison, and as they met
the different keepers, words of recognition passed
between them. ““Cockey” Maynes was the very
Napoleon of rascality among them, a lion who at-

, German, in the Seventeenth Ward, on the morn-
i ing of New Year’s day. This prisoner is a mere
| boy; he seemed very sad and unhappy in his situ-

. courtesies extended towards us.
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tors, hangers on—every body, in short, seemed
anxious to have a sight of this redoubtable scoun-

| drel, who is always in serapes and who is always |
geotting out of them.

It was suggested to # Cockey ” that ho was fairly |
| caught thiz time, and that he stood an excellent
| chance of being “caged.” The fellow turned
| about with an impudent leer and inquired of Mr.
| Wm. J. Mullen if he did not think he could get
| this charge nol pros’d. “Cockey” is profound in

the mysteries of the nolle prosequi.

Among those who were gazing at the newly ar-
rived jail birds with a considerable degree of cu-
riosity, we noticed a very gentlemanly looking man
who stood in the open door of a cell; wa were

' about making some comment to the stranger, upon
the party, when we were somewhat taken aback
by our guide introducing the gentlemanly individ-
ual as Mr. Shwrlock, who is awaiting trial for =
shooting Mr. Clawges. :

Mr. Shurleck received us very courteously, and
invited us into his cell, which has been very com-
fortably furnished by his friends. This prisoner

an exceedingly gentlomanly man, very prepos-
=
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sessing in appearance, and intelligent in his con-
versation. The excellent character he bore previ-
ous to the dreadful occurrence in Seventh street;
his mild and gentlemanly demeanor, his manly
countenance, and frank manner—are all so many
evidences that some powerful feeling drove him te
the commission of thé act of which he is accused.
After leaving the cell of Mr. Shurlock, we paid ——
aflying visit to the cell of young Smith, who isac-
cused of the murder of Mr. Duffes, and to that of |
Charles Smith, charged with killing Beeche, the l

1

ation. His crime grew out of bad company, in-
dulgence and drink, and the vile habit of car-
rying kanives.

Before leaving the institution we visited several
other prisoners, but
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there was nothing very

| remarkable about them. It was the old story of

bold villainy in gome, crushed humanity in others,
and in many, of sneaking, whining, lying raseal-
ity.

Our thanks are due Mr.. Wm. J. Mullen, the
Prison Agent, Mr. Henry Snyder, Mr. Perkins,
and other officers of the prison, for attentions and
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