|

1

i s e B
Tae Erriciexcy or Steay Fire Exgives.—The
destructive fire in the Twelfth Ward, yesterday, fur-
mished a pewerful evidence of the immense superiority
“of steam firs engines over ths old faushioned hand appas
ratus. The fire commenced in a large factory which exe«
tended, irregularly, around a hollow square. The
flames ran speedily through the combustible material in
the buildings, and kefore it was in the power of man to
stop the fire, a range of buildings, nearly two hundred
feet in extent, were blazing and threatening to invoive
in destruction all the property in its neighborhood. Tae
snow on the ground interfered seriously with the move-
ments ot"'A he firemen, and when the latter got to work
they were compelled to direct their exertions to thosaving
of the ad_?oining groperty, and to leave the burning por.
tioms of the factory buildings to their fate. Three of the
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steam fire engines subsequently arrived oa the ground,and |

went into service, and they extinguished the flames
which had been ehecked by the old fashioned apparatns.
‘We were particularly struek with the performancs of the
¢sYoung America”’ in thehands of the members of the
Piligent Fire Company, om the occasion of what we Dbe-
lieve was its first actual service since it was placed in the
hands of the Diligent.

The engine was stationed conveniént te a plag on
Feurth street, above Brown, about half alsquare distant
from the scene of conflagration. An attachment of very
large gutta percha hose was run direetly into the yard in
tke centre of the burning buildings, and word was given
to start the engins. In a moment the water earae on,
and a perfect deluge was poared over ths blazing mass.
“The fire was still creepingalong the roofs of the buildings
to portions’ which had not yet faken fire, and the im-
mense bedy of water was directed wherever it was needed,
Shtingles were torn up by the fisrce stream as though
it had instinct, and was esger to struggle with its oppos
ping element, and no trace of firo was left where this
deluge of weater was once directed, 'The side streams
from the hand engines looked, in comparison,.iike the
spirting of garden hose, and soms of the small streams
were very irregular, for the men at the brakes had be-
come wearicd out, and volunteers were not willing to
take their places at the emgines and stand almost knee-
deep in Slush while performing hard labor. There was
mo flaggivg on the part of the steamers; and up to the
time the last spa:k of the conflagration was drowned ouf,
their streans were ag powerful and as regular as they
were at the outset. Had the fire burned for days the
steamers would enly have had to be well fed with wood
and water te kave continued their important work with.
cud cesgation, J :

The introduction: of stcam fire engines calls for an in-
erease of the facilitieB:for supplying water from fire plugs,
The water mains are pot sufficiently capacious, in the
first place, end even if they were large enough the old-
fashioned plugs will mot furnish water as rapidly as the
steamers will discharge it if their full power is exerted.

| A number of the newly invented plugs which are suitable |

| for the use of either steam or hand engines should be

{ placed in all partsof the city, and measures should be |

_‘a‘ggpted to increase the supply of water to them.

The New Hotel—The large structure st Ninta{ A Corp Moxm;

and Chesnnt streets is going npwards as rapidly es
the weather will permit. The third story of the
| f}hesnu: etreet front is up, while the cornice is in
its place on. the greater portion of the westarn
' and southern sides. The costof tha building when
sompleted will boabowt $300,600. "Phe cdifics has

prietor, Mr. Paran Stovene, of Boston, fora term
of twelve years al an annual rent of $£0,000. The
hotel is to be placed in the hands of the lesses ¢n
the 1st of February, 1369, It is said that suffcient
funds have besn subac

*“""f{a“, to rdeifrfayr all expenses,
howd? § 39

SABBATH ScHOOL ANNIVERSARY AT S7. PAUL’B
CuurcH.—One of the most interesting of this class
of church serviges we have ever attended, was held
in 8t. Paul’s (Episcopal) Church, Third strest
below Walnut, on last Sabbath afterncon,on the
occasion of the forty-third Agmniversary of the
Sabbath school conaected with that church.
{ There were about five hundred chilflren present,
| the entire church being erowded with a congrega-
| tion to witness the exercises, Inside the chancel
were eight clergymen of the Episcopal church, and

| Dr. Patton, of the Congregational church.

The address by the Rector of St. Paul’s—Rev.
Richard Newton, D. D.—was characterized
throughout with that facility for entertaining and
ingtruoting the minds of children which that
oclergyman so eminently pessesses ; his subject was
¢ The best loan—a loan to God.”” ' At the close of
the discourse the misgionary offerings were pre-
sented, which amounted to the large sum of
$2,614.18--a very handsome contribution, certain.
ly, for one year, of a single Sabbath sehool.

The progress of these offerings was highly inter-
esting. Each olass was .called by its missionary
name, when one of its members—generally its
youngest—stepped forward and presented in a
neatly designed casket the colleation of that class
for the year. One of these offerings was in the
form of a mustard tree, the fruit on it being repre-

a little basket, containing five barley loaves and
two small fishes. ~Another was presented in a tiny
model of a sloop, the cargo eonsisting of ninety
dollars in gold, accompanied by an invoice. The

the following inscription wrought upon it: « We
have not been long from the infant sehool, but our
teacher hopes we will soon all learn to ¢ Stand up
for Jesus.’”” One hundred and,fifty-two dollarg
| were presented in a life-boat, named “ The Faith,”’
manned by ten sailors, in commemorstion of one

_| of the vessels of the gallant Kane.
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Stranez TAste.—The New York Trebune
gneers at the idea of having the head of an “In-
dian Squaw” to represent the ‘ Goddess of
Liberty,”” on the new cent, and expresses a desire

,that the head of a ‘“‘nigger’’ feminine may be put
apon our gold coins, and that of a “nigger’’ mas-
culine upon the silver ones.

We do not think that changing the ‘‘heads’’ of
our coins would make much difference to the T%z-
bune, for it has so habituated itself to one idea
that it can only see 2 ‘‘nigger,”” no matter what
_object comes in its view.

‘When this was presented, Dr. Newton gave the
children a brief account of the five sailors on
board the Tuscarora, on her last voyage to Liver-
pool, who nobly ricked their lives to rescue twelve
sailors from a watery grave who were clinging to
a wrecked vessel which they met, and proposed
that they should present each of those five brave
men with a handsome copy of the Bible when they
arrive in our port; which suggestion was agreed
' to by the children by a unanimous vote. Two

thank-offerings were presented, amounting to two
| hundred dollars, ag a mark of gratitude that the
ties between the pastor and people of this church,
which lately came near being sundered, still re-
mained unbroken.

already been leasad to the well koown hotel Pro- |
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sented by gold dollars. Another was presented in |

Dudley A. Tyng class presented its offering with |

s

—The mercury rarely suceeds,
in this latitude, in. shrinking almost entircly into its
thermometrical bulb, and marking zero en the weather
scale. This morning it accomplished the feat, and even
gome considerable time' after punrige it ranged from zero
tofive and six degrees below that point, accordiag to the
exposed positionsim which the thermometors were placed.
The effeot of this excessive cold was to congeal all bodies
of water that were not of great depth, or which had not
too rapid currents, and the ice men are aiready making
ready to commence operations.
' 'ware a good deal of ice formed, and the wheels of the
ferry boats were clogged with it.

There was not much loitering in the streets this morn-
ing, and those who wers compelled to go abroad and face
the cutting wind, muffled themselves up as completely as
possible, and ran along at a dog-trot. Heads were drawn
down into standing coat collars in the terrapin style;
hands were plunged elbow-deep into overcoat pockets;

| the weazers of full beards had their mouths gurrounded
| With an icy wreath—the condenbations from their moist
| breath-—and all noses were adorned with a glittering drop.
The weather is cold, bitterly cold, and the hard season
| has now come when the verv poor suffer most for the
want of those ordinary comforts which are so much
xeeded at a time when the weather is 50 severe.

The weather grew colder after daylight. Near the
Tioga Sireet Station of the Pannsylvania Railroad, the
thermometer stood at 2 degrees below zero at 7 o’clock.
At 8 o’clock it stcod at 2 degrees below at the same placs.
We were assured that at Germantown the mercury stood
at 10 degrees below zero, in an exposed sitnation, at eight
o’clock- A self-registering thermometer, in the south-
western part of the city, indicated 6 degress below zero,
which it had attained during the night. At 7 o’clock
this merning, in the same location, it was at 5 degree®
below zero. At McAllister’s, Chestnut street, below
Eighth, the thermometer at 7 o’clock was at zero. It
went down lower subsequently. The Schuylkill is frozen
over, and another such a night as Iast night will, we
fancy, form ice sufficiently thick to cut.

Below Bristol the Delaware is tight, and below there is
considerable floating ice, but mot sufficient to interfere
| with the navigation opposite the city and below it. The
up-river steambeats were laid up on Saturday.

The mercury at Mount Airey stood at ten degrees below
zero, this morning.

‘We heard of an oid gentleman wko has for several years
past, carefully noted the degrees of heat and cold by
placing a thermometer out of his chamber window, and
in the morning recorded the resulis of his observations in
& book kept for the purpose. Last night, before retiring,
he opened his window and bung in the accustomad place
| what he supposed was the trusty little thermometer. Hig
chagrin can be more easily imagined than described, whens
on inspection, he diecovered that, instead of the ther-
mometer, he had hung out asmall spring balance, very
much resembling the weather indicator in appearance,
bui being sadly deficient in the mercurial appendages.
‘Whether the balance was placed in the roogp accidentally,
or for the purpose of playing a trick en the old gentleman,
depouent sxith not, but the record will fail to note at
Jeast one bitter cold night this winter.
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Telegraphic Conciseness.—At the celebration
of Franklin’s birthday, Mr. W. H. Fry responded
to the toast of the Telegraph, the Pen and the
Press. In speaking of the Telegraph, he said he
thought it would have a beneficent effect in cor-
recting our tendency to verboseness. A friend of
his went, the other day, to 8t. Louis, and, wishing
to be especially endearing, sent a despatch to his
wife, acking, “What have you for breakfast, and
how is the baby 2> She telegraphed back, ‘Buck-
wheat cakes and the measles.”” = - =i
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In the decks of the Dela- |

We are now manufacturing, from the newest and most approved patterns, the largest assortment of

Stoves, Heaters and Ranges ever offered in this Market.




