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Title
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Abstract
David Lapsley and his four sons were carpet and dry goods merchants in
Philadelphia from the 1780s through the mid-nineteenth century, and importers of
textiles from England to the United States. The Lapsley Family Business Records
span the period from 1805 to 1817, and contain correspondence, shipping, and
financial documents relating to the textile manufacturers and dry goods firms in
England and America with whom the family was involved in commerce.

Administrative Information

Restrictions to Access
The collection is open to researchers. It is on deposit at the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania, and should be accessed through the Society’s reading room at 1300
Locust Street, Philadelphia, PA. Visit their website, http://www.hsp.org/, for reading
room hours.

Acquisition Information
Gift of John A. McAllister; forms part of the McAllister Collection.

Processing Information

The Lapsley Family Business Records were formerly interfiled within the large and
chronologically arranged McAllister Manuscript Collection. The papers were
reunited, arranged, and described as a single collection in 2005, under grants from
the National Endowment for the Humanities and the William Penn Foundation. The
collection was processed by Sandra Markham. Any views, findings, conclusions or
recommendations expressed in this finding aid do not necessarily represent those of
the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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