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such an authority could never prove the authentic date
of an event. In short, let the managers think only of
the intrinsic value of additions to their shelves; for 1
hope (yet fearfully) that the streams flowing into the
library will be clear, pure, and deep, diffusing healthy,
truthful, and valuable information throughout the com-
munity, and not to be overborne by a common flood of
cotemporary literature that may sweep off the firm
foundations of knowledge, and leave no high places for
a useful intellect to rest upon, to extend its bounties,
and to be secure.

To assist in accomplishing the purposes of instruction
above declared, let the contributors strive to elect to the
management, if they can be found, at least one or two
persons of general Jenowledge, men of more than common
college and high-school education, with broad observation,
reflection, and taste, and liberal thoughts; not sectarian
to any of the professions, nor to the gains of trade and
speculation, but those who have been called “men of
good choice,” and who may have wider views in govern-
ment and selection than are commonly taken by the
conventional and popular character of most public ben-
oficiaries: recollecting not only there is safety in the
multitude and agreement of counsel, but that wisdom,
too, should there be found which will insure safety in
giving the broadest intellect with its widest compass the
opportunity to enlighten, to caution, and to extend the

capacity of those whose occasions or means or disposition



