
Pe er 

eer een 

Collecting this Swmpdor ‘seventeen years, with the 1n- terest, of Course, added.” “Do you think the library company will accept the 
terms of the executor?” “T think it, will depend altogether upon, circum- 
stances. When, Mr. Williams’ building is put upsome- body will have to manage the Ridgway branch.of the Philadelphia Library. This company might as well ! manage it as any one else if they keep their own | 
library elsewhere. It would be possible to have a, library of reference at Broad and Christian streets, | and a circulating Hbrary atia more, centralypoint, On 
the other hand; however, the executor\of Dr. Rush 
takes the view that the books cannot be separated, and that we will have to put all.our books down there 
ornone. If that view is sustained there is little doubt | but that the company. will reject the thing altogether.” | “Will that question come before the court?” | 

“That is not certain? -However, it is looking too far | ahead. ‘The time to make-the opposition will be when | the Ridgway branch at, Broad .and Christian streets is } 
eompleted and tendered to the company. I understand Mr. Williams is going on at once to make the contracts 
for the building,” “Do you think if would be well to remove the entire 

| 

library to Broad and Christian streets?” 
“Tt would never do to take the. library down there. Tt isalib:ary of circulation. A library of reference might do there, if it were amply endowed. The origi- 

nal purpose of this library was for circulation; and in that sense, as a circulating library, ifs usefulness | 
would be nearly destroyed by a removal.” _ “Will the eompany put their collection of books in 
the building at Broad and Christian streets.” “The library company will never put their collee- | 
{ion there as a whole; They might accept the trus- | te ship of the Ridgway branch, and might put certain | of their old books of reference;there, but the modern books, or circulating library proper, will, neyer go | 
there,” g “What is the opinion of the stockholders?” 4 | 
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“Phe opinion of nine-tenths of the stockholders is | 
the same as what Lhave given. you as my own. The main object of Dr. Rush was to secure this valuable | 
collection of books. from destruction by fire. It was | 
because the direetors thought the principal .intention NS 
of the tostator was not being carried out by a removal E 
to Broad and Christian streets that they filed this bill E 
in equity to restrain the executor. But the court has 
decided against them.” ‘Tf you do not accept what does the company pro- 
pose doing?” “The idea is to put this valuable collection in a fire- 
proof building as soon as we can do so. As soon as the 
question is definitely settled as to our acceptance or re- | 
jection of the Rush bequest an appeal will probably be 
made to the public for means to complete our fire-proof 
building on the lot purchased out of the building fund, 
at Locust and Juniper streets.” “What is the size of that lot of ground 
‘The size of the lot is 110 by 234 feet. It is ample for 

the existing library and for its. increase for hundreds 
of years.” “What would the building cost?” “T think a structure suchas we would desire, tho- 
roughly fire-proof, would cost about $300,060. This sum 
would also furnish it properly. The location is a very 
central one, and convenient for our stockholders.” | 

| 
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“The Broad and Christian streets location would not 
have this advantage.” 

“It would be so much out of the way at Broad and 
Christian. streets that its utility would be nearly gone. 
It might be admissible to put such a thing there if | 
there were ample funds to keep it up. Under the will | 
of Dr. Rush all the money must be. spent on the build- | 
ing, with the exception of about $150,000, reserved to | 
pay annuities. Thereis so much left to the executor | 
that it isdiffiicult to know what wlll be done until the | 
building is finished and we know what funds are left 
to keep up the Ridgway branch. Under his will Dr. 
Rush calls his institution the Ridgway branch of the 
Philadelphia Library, and therefore it might be ina 
separate place.” os tee 


