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BRIGADIER-GENERAL JAMES SHIELDS.

Acting Major-General JAMES SHIELDS is a na-
tive of the county of Tyrone, in Ireland, where
he wasborn in the year 1810, Heis consequently
about fifty-two years of age. He first came to
this country in the year 1826, heing then only
sixteen years of a, In 1832 he went West, and
settled in Kaskasia, one of the oldest vil
Illinois, where he devoted himself to the study
and practice of the law. He was soon after
electedto the State Legislature, and-in 1839 was
made State Auditor. Four years later he was
appointed Judge of the Supreme Court, and in

1845, having received from President Porx tI
appointment of Commissioner of the Genen:
ston. Upon |
the breaking out of the Mexican war during the |
following year, the same President appointed Mr,
HIELDS & Brigadier-General of U ates
Volunteers. His commission was d 1

uly 1,
1846. He was present at the siege of Vera Cruz
and was particularly noted. At the battle of
Cerro Gordo he dist d himself greatly,
and the second time shed his blood in defence of
his adopted country.

Severely wounded, he continued on the f
urging on his men, until a ball passing throug
his lungs struck him down. He was carried
the hattle field, and w:
that obituary notices appeared of the
Colonel in nearly all the papers of the country.
It appears that he was entirely given over
Army Surgeons, when a Mexican Doctor s
wonld live if he wonld let him remove the e
lated bload from the woun SHIELDS told him |
totry, and a fine silk handkerchief was we
and finally drawn through the wound, remos
the ¢ ted blood, when daylight could be
seen through the Lole. And ye IELDS. {(
18 a hale and hearty man, free from d
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or any inconvenience from his wou
s« considered at the time
vig been made by & large copper by
birectly through his body and lung

he was in August,
ral of Voluntec S suffering from his
wounds we find him commanding
the valley of Mexico, consisting of a battalion of
marines and regiments composed of New York
and Soufh Carolina volunteers. He was also
the battle of Chapultepec, where, b unhorsed
he foughton foot, bareheaded and in his «
sleeves, leading his brigade, sword in hand, with
a bravery that has made his

nar

ne remark

| ance, about f
| dark complexion. H

ble in Ameriean k v. He was again wounded,
and that dan y, but with care and
a good constitution he recovered. His brigade,
after performing various deeds, ending in the
capture of the city of Mexico, was dishanded on
the 20th of July, 1848. The war being ended,
General Smrerps laid down the sword, and as-
sumed once more his place in civil life. He w

received on his arrival in the Un
hen he returned to the State

his
> (Illinois) he was elected to fill the position

vacated by Mr. BREeze—that of Sena
that State—to represent it in the Capitol at W
ington. This was in the year 1849. Owing to
some technicality he was refused admission as a
Senator, when he promptly resigned the post, and
was as promptly re-elected. He urned to
‘Washington, and for six years proved himself to
be as able in council as he was on the battle-field_
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awarded to him for his servic
which lands he had selected
Minnesota. When tt tract
General S was returned t

LDS

ing drawn
1839, and, not securing a r
he went further west into California.
retirement he was n brought out hy
present w ppointed by Co :

from Augu
This commi

7 in her tro
long voy
in consequence
stricken from the ariny list) he waited some t
before b 1 & command. The Jamen
death ¢ LAxDER left that Division w
1ead; and Gene SHIELDS W.
pointed to
diex-General, h
corps d’armée of M
again brov
gallant 1¢
battle fiel

cached the

, and on
with the name of “Genera
General Sux

more our country rings
SHIBLDE.?

0§ is of
feet eight

able.

GEN' JAMES SHIELDS

e~



	2-5775-f-4-v

