Captain CEARLES
WiLkES, whose name
| is now upon the lips of
every Amcrican, is well
known both in science
and navigation. Born
in the Siate of New York
in 1805, be entered the
Naval gervice of his
country in 1818, being
| buttticieen years of age.
He gave evidence of
marked ability by scien-
| tific rerearches, and sub-
fequently received at
the bands of the Ameri-
can  Government the
command of a Naval
Expeditien, intended to
expkore the ccuntries
boxdering cn the Pacific
ard Southern Oceans.
His command consisted
of two sloops of war, a
brig, ard two tenders,
and he himself had the
grade of eaptain. He
. dcubled Cape Horn,
, crossed over to Polyne-
#ia, Van Dieman’s Land
and Austialia, advanc-
irg as bigh sz (he sixty-
firet degree of sonih lati-
tude; be then visited the
Feejee Islauds end Bor-
neg, snd retowned to Now
York in 1842, aiter hay-
ing visited Singapore
ard the Cape of Goed
Hope. This memorable
expediticn of four years
was fertile in nselul ob-
servali-ns, which Cap-
tain  WILEES subse-
quunily gave to the
world in a very able
wak in five octavo
yolumes, entitled ‘¢ A

Narrative of the United

States Exploring Exps-
dition.”

Caotain WILkES bss
published several works
on gsogranhical re-
search, especially valua-
ble for refereuce. The
statistics, drawings,
maps, &o., are of the
bighest order. The Gso-
graphical Snciety of
London, in 1848 prasent
ed him with a gold
medal, in appreciation
of nislabors. Capt.
WiLkes received his
present commision ia
1855, and stands, ac
eording to the 1ast Navy
List, No. 51 on the list
of Cipiains. He has
be:sn ia the servics alto-
gether about forty thres
yeoare, haviog bsen on
shore sud other duty
twenty-seven years, and
On sea Bervica ten years,
allowing but gaven years
of his term nnemoloyed,
His last duty at ses was
in June 1812, and hsfore
being ordered to the San
Jaciato, he was upon

special duty at Wash- |
ington, upon matters |

counected with his Ex
ploring Expedition,

Rsturoing from the
Coast of Africahs fonnd
orders on hiz way homs
to look for pirates or
vessals atiempting to
run the blockade, and
has been performing
that daty for the pat
six weeks.  While en-
geged in this busicess
he fell in with the vessel
vontaining the two Rebal
Aiinisters.
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Map Showing the Pogition of the “San Jacinto ” at the time of the Capture’of Mason and Slidell.

< ut every particular relative to the capture is | it will be remembered, was met by the San Ja-

“:l:°; lpmf tho:hRebe:tmfn:;tGrs :‘:‘c x::tko::)ly eagerly scanned by the community. Upom the | cinfo in the narrowest ’pnrt of the Bahams chan-

R0y :hil ¢ thon ﬂe p': °d 021': Bist o '; above map we have designated the exact locality | nel, about twenty four miles to the westward,
ething of the private and public oy o

where the British vessel was overhauled, tho ves- | and when she was only twenty-four haurs out of 4
the traitors themsclves, and also of their captors, | gel to the westward representing the Trent, which, | Havana, bound for St. Thomas.
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