FLAG-OFFICER STRINGHAM,

COMMANDING THE ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON

Commodore SiLAs H STRINGHAM, Whose por-
trait we publish above, is a native of the State of
New York, and was born mear Newburgh, Orange
county. He has keen connected with our navy
and in active ser vice since the 15th of November,
1809, when be entered as midshipman, at the age
of eleven. His present commission besrs date
September 8 1841, and since then he has been at
sea nearly five years. Sioce his eatrance in the
pavy he has passed tweniy-two years at sea. In
1830 he commeanded the Falmouth, attached to the
West Indig Squadron, I 1835 he sailed in the
John Adams, trom New York, to join the Mediter-
rarean Squadror, and returped in 1837 The
same year be tock commsnd of the Porpoise, to
go in search of a pirste oa our coast In 1842 he
commanded the Independence, attacbed at that
time to the Howe Squadron, and in 1847 he had
charge of the Ohio, which was sent to Brazil ou
special service, for the purpos of )
ing to.-that -ecuniry «the - Amerioan Mawdshor
apd suite. 11is advancemeat has been by the re-
gular course of promotion. The Depuriment at
Washington bave alwasys had the fullest confi-
dence in his ability, as is shown by the many and
important commands in which he has been placed.
Since bolding his present vank he has succe 8ive-
Iy been Commandspt of the Braoklya Navy Yard,
followed br a cruise to tha Brazils, th-a Com-

coavey- |

mandant of the Norfolk Navy Yard, then & cruise
as Commodore of the Mediterrarean Squadron
from whenee he returned in July, 1855; was soon
ordered to the Charlestown Navy Yard as Com-
meandant, holding that position some four vears
Upon leaving there he was the recipient of various
testimonials of esteem and regard from those
under his command.

Upon the incoming of the present Administra-
tion he was early ordered to Washington on spe
cial duty, and upon deciding to blockade all the
Southern ports, he was ordered to his present |
command, reaching from Kev West on the souta |
to Cape Charles, at the mou h of Chesapeake Bay, |
on the north, with the Minnesota, a forty gun |
steamer, as the flag-ship, and some twenty-five |
vessels in all, manned by 35008 :ilors and marines.
The fleet is the most important ever putin com-
mission by the Depsartment (although not yet as
large as it should be to be entirely effectivs )

In person the Commodore is of medium height
and g compret, aliieiie frame, of manly bearing
i and frank demeanor; in maaner, & pleasing mix-
| ture of gentleman-bke refinement and sailor-like
! frankness, with a cbaracter of hichk morsal tone,
| “without fear end without reproach.” No offi
cer is more beloved and respected by these who
serve under him than Commodore STRINGHAM,
and the flug of our Union is in sate keeping
while under his care.
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